"YUAN THE RED/' THE JUDAS OF SUN

by the people the masses would rise in their
wrath and thrust him aside. He had seen how
the army of Yuan had thrown down their arms
to join the cause of the revolution. Sun Yat Sen
knew that this was not the doing of Yuan but
rather of the soldiers themselves, who added their
armed support to the movement of the people.

One thing greatly distressed Sun. Yuan, in
the appointment of incumbents to new and old
offices, did not pay any attention to the fitness of
the men whom he was appointing, and who were
ostensibly to carry on the reconstruction work of
the Eepublic; but if the men were merely honest
who were thus appointed by Yuan, Sun did not
feel that he had reason to object. To make a
charge of dishonesty against an appointee in-
volved questions of fact which it would take some
time to determine. Perhaps they had been corrupt
under the old regime when everything was rotten
and every one corrupt, and still they might be able
under the stimulus of the new order to serve as
honest officials. Sun, however, brought the matter
of the appointments to a direct issue. Yuan
suavely responded:

"What is your wish in regard to the distribu-
tion of the posts of the central government ?M

"What I want," declared Sun, "is, first of all,
honest officials. But China needs more virtues
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